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G R A M M A R  

For questions 1-15, read the text below. Some of the lines are correct, but some have a 
word which should not be there. If a line is correct, put a tick (�). If a line has a word 
which should not be there, write that word on the line provided. 
 
A NEW HOBBY 

.....been..........  0   I finished university several years ago and I’ve been got degree in  

........ �........  00   Economics. Before that I studied graphics and worked in an 

..................... 01 advertising agency for a short time. I realized very quickly that by trying 

..................... 02 to persuade people to buy things they did not really need was not my cup 

..................... 03 of tea. My university degree allowed me to get a job working for various 

..................... 04 charities so then I have worked for Oxfam and War on Want, which both 

..................... 05 campaign against hunger in the world and try to help poor countries 

..................... 06 stand on their own two feet. My dream job would be to working for an 

..................... 07 organisation like Greenpeace as a press officer or something like. After 

..................... 08 all these years, I have never lost interest in drawing and painting and I 

..................... 09 have done recently taken up a hobby. I attend art classes at the local 

..................... 10 college every Monday and Friday. They are teach us to use watercolours 

..................... 11 and I have already painted a couple of landscapes and still lifes. There 

..................... 12 are very various people on the course, mostly middle-aged like me. 

..................... 13 I think we’re there for because we’re all a bit bored with our lives and 

..................... 14 our jobs and want to do something other than go to the pub or 

..................... 15 sit in front of the TV like as a vegetable. 

............./7.5pts 
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G R A M M A R  (continued) 

Complete the text with the correct forms of the verbs in brackets. 

SOMETHING WHOLESALE ByEric Newby 

My father’s office was on the fourth floor. Now he (16) .................................................  (sit) 

behind the large shiny desk which he (17) .................................................  (occupy) since the 

departure of Mr Lane. As usual, on the top of his desk there 

(18)................................................. (stand) a large jug of barley water. My father was now 

seventy-years old. A serious operation (19) ................................................. (reduce) him to a 

shadow of his former self.  He (20) .................................................  (undergo) it in an East 

End hospital while the bombs (21) .................................................  (rain) down. His former 

pugnacity (22) ................................................. (largely evaporate). Previously he 

(23)................................................. (be) a man of impressive physique; he was now extremely 

thin and fragile, like a piece of old lace. But he was still exceptionally handsome, and in a 

suit of thick flannel, with a rose in his buttonhole and a fresh complexion, he 

(24)................................................. (look) a small boy whose preparatory school 

(25)................................................. (give) him leave to attend  the wedding of an elder 

brother. 

............./5pts 
Choose ONE of the 3 WORDS at the end of each sentence to complete that sentence. 
Underline your answers. 

26. The French cheese you bought is ... tasty. (ABSOLUTELY, REALLY, COMPLETELY) 

27. The hotel turned out to be ... expensive.  (CLEARLY, INCREDIBLY, UNLUCKILY ) 

28. Bill Smith is ... expected to become the headmaster.  (CONSIDERABLY, GREATLY, WIDELY) 

29. The police decided that Tom was ... blameless.  (ENTIRELY, EXTREMELY, GREATLY) 

30. We  ... appreciate all the help you gave us.  (COMPLETELY, GREATLY, WIDELY)  

............./ 2.5pts 

 

Total Points ............./15pts 
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V O C A B U L A R Y  

Sentences 1-5 are extracts from newspaper articles. Match the headlines (A-E) with the 
most suitable extract (1-5). Write the letters of your answers on the lines provided. 

A     RIFT OVER PENSIONS POLICY GROWS 

B     DISSENT MUST BE KEPT WITHIN LIMITS, MINISTER SAYS 

C    PARTY SPLIT OVER TAX CUTS NO LONGER A SECRET 

D    DIVISION IN EUROPE OVER RESPONSE TO AFRICAN CRISIS 

E     RELIGIOUS DISCORD THREATENS SOCIAL HARMONY 

_____1. Approximately 50% of members think the proposals are wrong.        

_____2. Intolerance is increasing and there have been isolated outbreaks of violence.   

_____3. There is increasing pressure on the Minister to think again.                   

_____4. Several different approaches have emerged which could weaken unity. 

_____5. To disagree is everyone’s right, but a sense of responsibility is also important. 

............./2.5 pts 

Give synonyms for each of the words in bold. If the word in bold is formal, give an 
informal synonym. If the word in bold is informal, give a formal synonym.  

6.  I managed to fix up an appointment for 7.30. ___________________________ 

7. I apprehended the accused outside the supermarket. __________________________ 

8. I had to go and pick up the children from school. ___________________________ 

9. The play will commence in two minutes. ___________________________ 

10. If you need further assistance, please contact the head office. __________________ 

............./2.5 pts 
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V O C A B U L A R Y  (continued) 

What do these common abbreviations stand for? Write out their full meanings. 

11. FAQ .............................................................................................................................. 

12. ASAP  .............................................................................................................................. 

13. PTO .............................................................................................................................. 

14. RIP .............................................................................................................................. 

15. RSVP .............................................................................................................................. 

............./2.5 pts 

For questions 16-20, choose the best answer (A, B or C) to complete each sentence. 
Write you answers in the gaps. 

16. Arrangements that are set or final are said to be ............... . 

A safe and sound  B home and dry  C cut and dried 

17. A person in a cheerful mood may be described as............... . 

A hale and hearty  B alive and kicking  C bright and breezy 

18. A place that looks clean and tidy is said to be ............... . 

A fair and square  B spick and span  C home and dry 

19. A casual, relaxed person may be described as............... . 

A free and easy      B meek and mild  C slow but sure 

20. A person who is no longer young, but who is physically fit may be described as............... . 

A alive and kicking B safe and sound  C hale and hearty  

............./2.5 pt 

 

Total Points:............./10pts 
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V O C A B U L A R Y :  P R O G R E S S I V E  T E S T  

Make a list of VERBS that describe how someone uses their legs and feet to move. You 

will score 1 point for every 2 correctly spelled answers. 

Examples:  

walk 

stroll  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Correctly Spelled Answers: ................../2=..................Total Points 
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R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

Read the text below. There is an exercise to do after you read. 

THE FUNNIEST JOKES IN THE WORLD  
by Chris Rose  
Recently, a group of scientists and psychologists decided to try to find out what the funniest 
joke in the world was. This was obviously going to be a difficult task, as no two people ever 
really agree about what is funny and what is not – especially when they are from different 
countries.  

In some ways, this is strange. Telling jokes, along with telling stories (which is a similar 
activity), is one of the most frequent and widespread activities around the world. All 
countries, all cultures, all languages have their own jokes. Unlike telling stories, however, 
jokes are sometimes not funny or often completely incomprehensible to people who are not 
part of that culture.  

Some things do remain the same – many jokes from around the world like to make fun of 
people who are stupid, or sometimes people in authority. A lot of jokes are about taboo 
subjects – jokes can be a way of talking about things that in normal “polite” society we are 
not allowed to mention. The problem is, of course, that people in authority or taboo subjects, 
for example, change from country to country and from culture to culture.  

Anyhow, after a year-long serious academic survey, here is the joke which the experts 
decided was the funniest joke in the world:  

Two hunters are out in the woods. One of them falls to the ground. He doesn't 
seem to be breathing, his eyes are closed. The other hunter takes out his mobile phone 
and calls emergency services. “My friend is dead!” he cries to the operator, “What 
can I do?” The operator, in a calm voice says: “Don’t worry. I can help. First, make 
sure he's dead.” There is a silence, then a shot is heard. Bang! The hunter’s voice 
comes back on the line. He says: “OK, now what?" 

Hmmmm. I don’t know about you, but I think this is perhaps mildly amusing rather than 
side-splitting. Culturally, it depends on us knowing that often hunters are not considered to be 
very intelligent people, and that often they are quite violent. But perhaps this is not so all over 
the world. It’s also quite a “black” joke – a joke about something which isn’t really a funny 
subject.  

The experts also found the second funniest joke in the world. Here it is:  
Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson go on a camping trip. After a good dinner and a 

bottle of wine, they retire for the night, and go to sleep.  
Some hours later, Holmes wakes up and asks his faithful friend, "Watson, look up 

at the sky and tell me what you see."  
"I see millions and millions of stars, Holmes" replies Watson.  
"And what do you deduce from that?"  
Watson thinks for a minute.  
"Well, astronomically, it tells me that there are millions of galaxies and 

potentially billions of planets. Astrologically, I observe that Saturn is in Leo. 
Horologically, I deduce that the time is approximately a quarter past three. 
Meteorologically, I suspect that we will have a beautiful day tomorrow. 
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R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  (continued) 
Theologically, I can see that God is all powerful, and that we are a small and 
insignificant part of the universe. What does it tell you, Holmes?"  

Holmes is silent for a moment. "Watson, you idiot!" he says. "Someone has stolen 
our tent!"  

I personally think this is better – perhaps still not exactly a side-splitter, but certainly a 
rib-tickler. 

Understanding this joke, however, depends on us knowing who Sherlock Holmes and 
Doctor Watson are. It also has an unexpected ending – something that is essential for most 
jokes. Surprise can be funny.  

Can scientists in the end decide what is funny? Some things are much too complicated, 
even for scientists. 
 
Complete each sentence with the correct word(s) from the text. 

1. Telling jokes is a/an..............................................activity that people do all over the world.  
(1 word) 

2. Some jokes are ........................................................for people outside of a specific culture.  
(1 word) 

3. Many jokes .............................................................................  people from a certain group.  
(3 words) 

4. Some jokes are about   ...........................................subjects which we don’t often speak of.  
(1 word) 

5. The scientists made a/an................................................................to find the funniest jokes.  
(1 word) 

6. A joke that is quite funny is ............................................................................................... .  
(2 words) 

7. A joke that is very funny indeed is .................................................................................... .  
(2 words) 

8. A joke about a subject which isn’t usually funny is called a/an........................................... .  
(2 words) 

9. A joke which makes you laugh a bit is a/an.............................– ......................................... . 
(1 word) 

10. Something that most jokes must have is a/an.............................................................ending.  
(1 word) 

 

............./10pts 

 
Total Points:............./10pts 
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L I S T E N I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

You will hear a radio programme about environmental groups ‘Surfers Against 
Sewage’ (SAS) and ‘Reclaim The Streets’ (RTS).   
 
For questions 1-10, decide which group is being talked about. Put an ‘X’ into the correct 
column (SAS, RTS, BOTH or NONE). 
 

 SAS RTS BOTH NONE 

1   This group was started in the 1990s.     

2    A famous Hollywood film star is a member of this 
group. 

    

3    This group attracts attention to serious global 
issues. 

    

4   This group was successful in achieving its goals.     

5   This group likes playing with guns.     

6   This group has a good reputation.     

7   This group is not very popular with the police.        

8   This group attracts people to take part in their 
activities. 

    

9   This group uses modern technology to inform the 
public about their activities.   

    

10   This group is not well organized.     

        
 

Total............./5pts (2.5 each) 
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